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adults, and their caregivers and fami-
lies. 

S. RES. 128 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 128, 
a resolution commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the National Parks Con-
servation Association. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and 
Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1108. A bill to direct the Federal 
Trade Commission to require entities 
that use, store, or share personal infor-
mation to conduct automated decision 
system impact assessments and data 
protection impact assessments; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I, 
along with my colleague Senator BOOK-
ER of New Jersey, are introducing the 
Algorithmic Accountability Act. This 
bill is a critical first step to address 
the use of biased or discriminatory al-
gorithmic decisions impacting Amer-
ican consumers. It is a bicameral ef-
fort, led in the House of Representa-
tives by Congresswoman YVETTE 
CLARKE, vice chair of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee. 

Today’s biggest companies are in-
creasingly using algorithms to make 
decisions about consumers. The use by 
companies of algorithms can often ben-
efit consumers, and these technologies 
have been critical in the creation of 
thousands of American companies. 
Alongside this beneficial proliferation, 
algorithms have become entrenched in 
the most life-changing of decisions. Al-
gorithms can now determine whether 
Americans are hired for a dream job, 
are approved for a home mortgage, or 
even sent to jail. 

But, as history has shown, a win for 
the corporation is not always a win for 
the consumer. And, in this case, when 
consumers lose, all too often they are a 
woman or an American of color. 
Though an innovation critical for fu-
ture growth, algorithms can be as dis-
criminatory as the humans they have 
begun to replace. 

The issue is a simple one: While algo-
rithms come to conclusions based on 
calculations, these calculations are 
created by humans or use data col-
lected and supplied by humans. And, 
unfortunately, we humans can be bi-
ased, whether we know it or not, or we 
can created algorithms that, in time, 
create biases of their own. 

Thanks to a flood of news reports and 
investigations detailing algorithms- 
gone-wrong, these issues are coming to 
light. Yet, American companies and 
the U.S. government are doing far too 
little to assess whether their own algo-
rithms depend on biased assumptions, 
have created biases assumptions, and 
have the effect of increasing discrimi-
nation in the U.S. 

Senator BOOKER and I intend to 
change that by ensuring that today’s 
racial, social, and gender biases do not 
become entrenched in the automation 
of tomorrow. 

Our bill has four main components. 
First, it authorizes the Federal Trade 

Commission to create regulations re-
quiring companies under its jurisdic-
tion to conduct impact assessments of 
highly sensitive algorithms. This re-
quirement would apply not only to new 
algorithmic systems, but also those 
that are both new and already in exist-
ence. 

Second, it requires companies to as-
sess their use of algorithms—including 
any relevant training data—for im-
pacts on accuracy, fairness, bias, dis-
crimination, privacy, and security. 

Third, it requires companies to 
evaluate how their information sys-
tems protect the privacy and security 
of consumers’ personal information. 

And, finally, it requires companies to 
correct any issues they discover during 
the impact assessments. 

This legislation is in no way intended 
to hinder the adoption by American 
companies of advanced technologies 
like algorithms. Automated decision 
systems are out there, and they are 
being adopted into commercial deci-
sion-making processes. 

What we are seeking to do with this 
bill is to ensure that companies take a 
hard look at their own technologies to 
ensure that they address any unin-
tended side effects. 

Mr. President, it is time for Congress 
to get involved by requiring companies 
to address biases and unintended dis-
criminatory effects in their automated 
decision systems. 

I thank my colleague Senator BOOK-
ER for his efforts on this bill, and I 
hope the Senate will promptly consider 
and pass this critical legislation. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. 
SMITH, Mrs. GILIBRAND, and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. 1132. A bill to amend title II of the 
Social Security Act and the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to make improve-
ments in the old-age, survivors, and 
disability insurance program, and to 
provide for Social Security benefit pro-
tection; to the Committee on Finance. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I come 
to the floor today to express my sup-
port for the Protecting and Preserving 
Social Security Act, which I was proud 
to reintroduce earlier this afternoon 
with Senators SMITH, GILLIBRAND and 
MERKLEY, and Congressman DEUTCH— 
who introduced the bill in the House. 

Social Security serves as a critical 
lifeline for millions of individuals and 
families in Hawaii and throughout the 
United States. For seniors, the pro-
gram is fundamental to retirement se-
curity, and for families, it provides 
economic security. Countless individ-
uals rely on Social Security as a key 
source of income, so we must continue 
fighting to protect the program and 
make sure beneficiaries receive the 

hard-earned benefits they deserve. The 
Protecting and Preserving Social Secu-
rity Act does two things. 

First, the bill restores fairness in So-
cial Security payroll taxes by elimi-
nating the contribution cap on taxable 
income—gradually, over seven years. 

What does this mean? Currently, 
most Americans contribute 6.2 percent 
of their incomes toward Social Secu-
rity payroll taxes. However, because of 
the contribution cap on taxable in-
come, higher income earners will stop 
contributing to Social Security after 
their first $132,900 of income for 2019. 
This means that many working and 
middle class families will contribute 
more of their income toward Social Se-
curity, while wealthy families will con-
tribute less. 

In fact, for the highest income earn-
ers, those in the ‘‘top 1 percent’’, this 
week marks the point in the year when 
they will stop contributing to the pro-
gram altogether for 2019. That does not 
seem fair, so our bill makes sure that 
everyone contributes their fair share to 
Social Security for the entire year, and 
that the wealthiest individuals and 
families in our country do not receive 
a tax break at the expense of working 
and middle class families. 

Second, the bill provides an updated 
measure of inflation to reflect what 
seniors and other beneficiaries actually 
pay for things like medical care, pre-
scription drugs, and energy costs, and 
increases their benefits based on this 
measure. The Social Security Adminis-
tration has indicated that these 
changes, taken together, would in-
crease Social Security benefits and ex-
tend the life of the combined Social Se-
curity trust fund by another 19 years— 
from 2034 to 2053. 

These are modest but important 
steps that we can take to improve the 
program for current and future bene-
ficiaries. 

Locally in Hawaii, we recognize that 
whatever hurts the most vulnerable in 
our communities, hurts all of us. We 
each have a role to play in supporting 
our communities. That is why my col-
leagues and I have reintroduced this 
legislation to strengthen Social Secu-
rity. We will continue fighting for 
working and middle class families who 
rely on Social Security and similar 
programs, and we will continue to op-
pose cuts to Social Security—which 
would be devastating for millions of 
Americans. We will continue fighting 
to make sure everyone contributes 
their fair share so that Social Security 
can deliver on its promise to the Amer-
ican people. 

I thank my colleagues for joining me 
in reintroducing this important legisla-
tion as we continue our work to 
strengthen Social Security. I yield the 
floor. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 153—RE-
AFFIRMING THE UNIQUE COL-
LABORATION AMONG UNITED 
STATES NONGOVERNMENTAL OR-
GANIZATIONS (NGOS), INCLUDING 
FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS, 
AND THE ISRAEL DEFENSE 
FORCES TO DELIVER HUMANI-
TARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SYR-
IANS 

Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 153 

Whereas the Syrian civil war, now in its 
eighth year, has forced 14,000,000 Syrians to 
flee, more than half of the country’s pre-war 
population, with 6,500,000 internally dis-
placed people (IDPs) still within the country; 

Whereas ‘‘Operation Good Neighbor’’ is a 
program of the Israel Defense Forces to pro-
vide humanitarian relief to Syrians; 

Whereas Operation Good Neighbor worked 
with United States nongovernmental organi-
zations (NGOs) to help forge unprecedented 
partnerships between the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) and Syrian NGOs, which opened 
a new channel for the delivery of humani-
tarian assistance; 

Whereas, as a result, food, fuel, medicine, 
ambulances, and medical supplies were flow-
ing cross-border from Israel into southern 
Syria; 

Whereas this new channel permitted these 
goods to arrive at Israeli ports, and be 
trucked by the IDF through Israel to the 
border with Syria; 

Whereas, at the border, the IDF trans-
ferred these containers to Syrian NGOs for 
transport and distribution to IDPs and local 
residents in previously hard-to-reach loca-
tions in southern Syria; 

Whereas United States NGOs, including 
faith-based organizations, facilitated the re-
lationships between the Syrian NGOs and 
the IDF by providing overall coordination 
and support for this regional cooperation to 
help promote regional peace through a 
multifaceted humanitarian relief operation; 

Whereas the program initially reached 
only villages along the border, but expanded 
to a broader area of southern Syria, and as 
deliveries continued on a sustained basis, the 
initiative ultimately reached an even great-
er population; and 

Whereas, in addition to the value of the 
humanitarian relief itself, the Syrian/Israeli 
partnerships, created and reinforced through 
the success of the new channel, dem-
onstrated the value of cooperation and con-
tinues to serve as a role model for strength-
ened positive relations between Syrians and 
Israelis: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate hereby reaffirms 
the unique collaboration between United 
States nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs), including faith-based organizations, 
and Syrian NGOs and the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) for having provided vital aid to 
internally displaced people and local resi-
dents in southern Syria while also coun-
tering generations of hostility, promoting 
dialogue between neighbors, and ultimately 
advancing long-term stability in the region. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 154—RECOG-
NIZING THE WEEK OF APRIL 11 
THROUGH APRIL 17, 2019, AS 
‘‘BLACK MATERNAL HEALTH 
WEEK’’ TO BRING NATIONAL AT-
TENTION TO THE MATERNAL 
HEALTH CRISIS IN THE BLACK 
COMMUNITY AND THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF REDUCING MATERNAL 
MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY 
AMONG BLACK WOMEN 
Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Ms. BALD-

WIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. MARKEY, and 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 154 

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Black mothers 
in the United States are 3 to 4 times more 
likely than White mothers to die from preg-
nancy-related causes; 

Whereas Black women in the United States 
suffer from life-threatening pregnancy com-
plications, known as ‘‘maternal 
morbidities’’, twice as often as White 
women; 

Whereas maternal mortality rates in the 
United States are— 

(1) among the highest in the developed 
world; and 

(2) increasing rapidly; 
Whereas the United States has the highest 

maternal mortality rate among affluent 
countries, in part because of the dispropor-
tionate mortality rate of Black mothers; 

Whereas Black women are 49 percent more 
likely than White women to deliver pre-
maturely; 

Whereas the high rates of maternal mor-
tality among Black women span across— 

(1) income levels; 
(2) education levels; and 
(3) socioeconomic status; 
Whereas structural racism, gender oppres-

sion, and the social determinants of health 
inequities experienced by Black women in 
the United States significantly contribute to 
the disproportionately high rates of mater-
nal mortality and morbidity among Black 
women; 

Whereas racism and discrimination play a 
consequential role in maternal health care, 
experiences, and outcomes; 

Whereas a fair distribution of resources, 
especially with regard to reproductive health 
care services and maternal health program-
ming, is critical to closing the maternal 
health racial disparity gap; 

Whereas, even as there is growing concern 
about improving access to mental health 
services, Black women are least likely to 
have access to mental health screenings, 
treatment, and support before, during, and 
after pregnancy; 

Whereas justice-informed, culturally con-
gruent models of care are beneficial to Black 
women; and 

Whereas an investment must be made in— 
(1) maternity care for Black women; and 
(2) policies that support and promote af-

fordable, comprehensive, and holistic mater-
nal health care that is free from gender and 
racial discrimination: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes— 
(1) that Black women are experiencing 

high, disproportionate rates of maternal 
mortality and morbidity in the United 
States; 

(2) that the alarmingly high rates of ma-
ternal mortality among Black women are 
unacceptable; 

(3) that, in order to better mitigate the ef-
fects of systemic and structural racism, Con-
gress must work toward ensuring that the 
Black community has— 

(A) adequate housing; 
(B) transportation equity; 
(C) nutritious food; 
(D) clean water; 
(E) environments free from toxins; 
(F) fair treatment within the criminal jus-

tice system; 
(G) safety and freedom from violence; 
(H) a living wage; 
(I) equal economic opportunity; and 
(J) comprehensive, affordable health care; 
(4) that, in order to improve maternal 

health outcomes, Congress must fully sup-
port and encourage policies grounded in the 
human rights and reproductive justice 
frameworks that address Black maternal 
health inequity; 

(5) that Black women must be active par-
ticipants in the policy decisions that impact 
their lives; 

(6) that ‘‘Black Maternal Health Week’’ is 
an opportunity— 

(A) to raise national awareness of the state 
of Black maternal health in the United 
States; 

(B) to amplify the voices of Black women, 
families, and communities; 

(C) to serve as a national platform for— 
(i) entities led by Black women; and 
(ii) efforts on maternal health; and 
(D) to enhance community organizing on 

Black maternal health; and 
(7) the significance of April 11 through 

April 17, 2019, as ‘‘Black Maternal Health 
Week’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 155—REL-
ATIVE TO THE DEATH OF THE 
HONORABLE ERNEST F. HOL-
LINGS, FORMER UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FOR THE STATE OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr. 

SCOTT of South Carolina) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 155 

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in 
1922 and graduated from The Citadel and the 
University of South Carolina School of Law; 

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
served his country during World War II as an 
artillery officer in the Army, earning a 
Bronze Star; 

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
was elected to the South Carolina House of 
Representatives in 1949; 

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
was elected Governor of South Carolina in 
1959 and oversaw the establishment of the 
nationally recognized South Carolina Tech-
nical College System; 

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
served South Carolina with devotion and 
dedication in the United States Senate for 38 
years; 

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
served the Senate as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Budget and Chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation; 

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
fought tirelessly to combat hunger in the 
United States and was a strong advocate for 
a robust national defense; 

Whereas the Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
championed fiscal restraint throughout his 
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